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2009 IANPHI PROJECTS UPDATE

Seed Grants:

Bangladesh (Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research): Hospital-based surveillance of typhoid fever in health facilities in Dhaka. Typhoid fever is endemic in Bangladesh where reliable estimates are needed to guide the design of prevention programs and resource allocation.  Results will provide estimates of the disease burden, define priority age groups for public health interventions, and inform decision-making and resource allocation for typhoid vaccine.  In the long-term, the study will strengthen the capacity of IEDCR and participating health facilities in data collection, data management, laboratory investigation, and surveillance system development.

México (Instituto Nacional de Salud Publica): Study postnatal depression and the impact on child development.  Maternal depression occurring within the first postnatal year is considered a risk factor for problems with children’s socioemotional and cognitive development.  Few studies have measured the prevalence of postpartum depression in Mexico, and none have looked at its developmental implications.  This study is examining the correlates and predictors of postnatal depression and the developmental impact on children.  Results will guide strategies for early detection, appropriate treatment, and planning of services targeted to high-risk populations.

Mozambique (National Institute of Health): Study the etiology of acute community-acquired bacterial meningitis and the susceptibility patterns of Streptococcus pneumonia in Maputo City. Rapid diagnosis of acute bacterial meningitis is critical to improving clinical outcomes, but effective treatment depends on knowledge of causal agents and their patterns of drug susceptibility. Because of inadequate laboratory facilities and limited training of health staff, data on the etiology of bacterial meningitis and local susceptibility patterns in Mozambique are limited.  Funding from IANPHI also will allow institute researchers to identify susceptibility patterns of Streptococcus pneumoniae strains to antimicrobials. The study is the basis for larger-scale projects in other regions of the country.
Nigeria (Nigerian Institute of Medical Research): Establish an external quality assurance program. IANPHI is providing assistance and support to develop the technical competence of the staff and enhance the infrastructure at NIMR’s Human Virology Laboratory – a national reference laboratory and the only health lab in the country with ISO certification – to facilitate establishment of a national quality assurance program for the diagnosis and management of cases of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. 

Perú  (Instituto Nacional de Salud): Clinical, molecular epidemiology and spatial analysis of the first 171 cases of extremely drug-resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) detected in the Peruvian NPHI.  Results will provide evidence to improve intervention and control measures by identifying the most common modes of transmission as well as clinical manifestations and outcomes by special distribution, genotype, and resistance patterns.  

Tanzania (National Institute for Medical Research): Community survey of non-communicable diseases and risk behaviors, health, and social determinants in the Morogoro region.  The increasing burden of non-communicable diseases threatens to overwhelm Tanzania’s already stretched health services. NIMR, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, is establishing hospital-based surveillance for NCDs in selected health facilities.  The study complements facility-based surveillance information with a community-based NCD survey.  The goal is to determine risk behaviors and health and social determinants of NCDs in Morogoro district and link findings to prevention program plans.
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