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2009 IANPHI PROJECTS UPDATE

Multi-year, medium term projects:

Columbia (Instituto Nacional de Salud): Expand organizational scope to include monitoring and prevention of non-communicable diseases.  Without national capacity to generate timely and relevant data, the institute lacks a science base for public health action to combat an alarming increase in non-communicable conditions.  To fill this gap, the institute is using IANPHI grant funds to establish a pilot chronic disease study site in Pasto.  Researchers are integrating disease surveillance, research, and monitoring functions.  Besides increasing technical capacity at the local level, the project will provide an opportunity to develop and evaluate a system that can be replicated countrywide, ultimately yielding a sustainable network of surveillance and research sites to guide national policy development. 

Nigeria (Nigerian Institute of Medical Research): Boost molecular epidemiology laboratory capacity to detect and fight drug resistant TB. NIMR received its second year of IANPHI funding ($89,000) for laboratory work that is a key component of its national baseline survey on multi-drug resistant TB.  More than 3,000 samples will be analyzed at NIMR’s new Reference Tuberculosis Molecular Biology Laboratory, which opened last year, thanks to the support of IANPHI and AIDS Prevention Initiative in Nigeria.  The laboratory is the only Hain assay lab in Nigeria and the only one capable of detecting the TB strain resistant to the drugs rifampin and isoniazid.  The project has helped ensure availability through the Green Light Committee of second-line, low cost drugs for treatment of patients with MDR- and EDR-TB.

Serbia (Institute of Public Health): Expand public health functions through capacity building in alcoholism prevention.  The Institute of Public Health wants to develop technical capacity to better deal with alcohol abuse and related mental health issues using integrated approaches for both population-based and individual risk reduction.  A new unit will take on the study, monitoring, and prevention of alcohol-related illness and injury events through research, development, and provision of technical assistance.  The starting point for this capacity-building effort is a training program in identification and diagnosis of alcoholism for practitioners in primary-care settings.

Tanzania (National Institute for Medical Research): Expand NPHI expertise and capacity in monitoring and prevention of chronic diseases. IANPHI is providing peer assistance and limited financial resources for Tanzania to expand its expertise and capacity in the field of non-communicable diseases.  A first step is determining the most common conditions and obtaining other information that can form the basis for prevention programs.  IANPHI is supporting evaluation of NIMR’s facility-based assessments in two communities, laying the groundwork for establishing a science-based national program.  NIMR is working in partnership with the Ministry of Health and the Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences.  Finland’s THL provides technical assistance and support, including analysis of government policies (such as tobacco use) that contribute to or work against high rates of non-communicable diseases.

Thailand (National Institute of Health): Spark regional collaboration and capacity for laboratory-based disease detection. In response to threats of emerging disease agents and cross-border spread of disease, IANPHI funding is helping strengthen the regional capacity for laboratory-based disease detection and response.  Activities center on assessing needs for improved laboratory services in resource constrained Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar and enhancing capacity through exchange of scientific staff and expertise and participation in external quality assurance programs.  NIH is also enhancing its own capacity to become a regional reference laboratory and coordinating center.  The coordination, advocacy, and training provided by NIH will strengthen the capability of colleagues in lower-resource neighboring countries to perform essential and sustainable public health functions and ultimately improve the health of populations within their countries and across the region.
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